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Deconstruction RFP Questions and Answers 
Updated July 16, 2014 

 
All Questions must be submitted by July 17, 2014 
Answers will be posted no later than July 21, 2014 
Complete Proposals due July 23, 2014 
 
 
Q1: Can we obtain a land survey showing property boundaries, building footprints, and other site 
features such as driveways and sidewalks in order to determine whether driveways need to be removed 
and prepare site-flow diagrams?  

Surveys are being prepared at this time and PDFs will be posted to the website by the end of the day 
Friday, July 18th.  

 
Q2: How should we estimate the weight of various materials in order to project what percent will be 
diverted and what percent will be landfilled?   

There are a few guides available on this issue.  Below are some resources and feedback we received 
from the building sciences community:  

This spreadsheet calculator comes from a City of Seattle deconstruction incentive program 
associated with demolition permits.   
 
Construction and Demolition Debris Weight to Volume Conversion 
 
Weights of Building Materials 
 
It will be harder if the contractor wants to know “What does a  window weigh”  (Wood, vinyl, 
size, etc…) or “What does a 7’ length of this wall weigh?”(plaster, drywall, 1” solid sheathing, 
etc).  We avoided using units like “windows” or “wall”.  If this is easiest for contractors to 
work in sq ft, a reference like 
 http://www.interiorarchitecture.ohiou.edu/ziff/hcia350/Weights%20of%20Materials.pdf   
might be best. 

 
Q3: Will contractors be required to test for PCBs and other hazardous materials and abate these?  

The EPA does not currently require testing for PCBs in building renovations, demolitions, or 
deconstructions. Instead, as the EPA continues its research, it has provided guidance on best 
practices for building owners & contractors: http://www.epa.gov/pcbsincaulk/ 
 
Demolition, "green demolition" and deconstruction all require the appropriate & safe handling and 
disposal of all hazardous materials in compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 

http://syracuselandbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Seattle-Waste-Estimator-Spreadsheet-1.xls
http://syracuselandbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CD-weight-to-volume-calculation-Waste-Cap-from-other-sources.pdf
http://syracuselandbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Weights-of-Building-Materials-Wiley.pdf
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regulations, and best practices. For the health of workers and the environment, the most prudent 
standard of care should be followed. 
 
Hazardous materials must be properly recycled or disposed of as required by applicable law, 
including but not limited to, asbestos, lead-based paint, refrigerants, chemicals and paints, mercury, 
and PCBs. Contractors assume full responsibility and liability for the proper handling, disposal, 
recycling and/or reuse of any such hazardous materials. 
 

Q4: What material is acceptable for basement fill?  
Hard fill such as concrete or stone will be considered acceptable.  Fill cannot include organic 
materials that will decompose and settle.  Fill cannot include construction debris other than 
concrete or stone.  Contractor must ensure that basement floors are broken up to allow drainage.  
The top six inches of fill must be comprised of clean topsoil.   

 
 




