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Request for Proposals 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL NOMINATIONS OF  

366 W. ONONDAGA STREET AND 678 W. ONONDAGA STREET 

TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 

 

 

Proposals must be submitted by 4:00 PM EST  

May 14, 2018 via email to info@syracuselandbank.org.  

Please include “South Pres RFP” in the subject line.  
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I. Introduction and Intent 

366 W. Onondaga Street is large Victorian mansion built around 1892 as a single-family home and later 

converted into a funeral home.  We suspect it is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 

under Criterion C for architectural significance.  The SHPO previously issued a letter stating that this property 

is NR eligible.  A local historian recently provided a brief summary of the home’s history on his Instagram page: 

https://www.instagram.com/p/BgPas7IBIWp/  

 

678 W. Onondaga Street is a locally designated landmark known as the Neal-Baum House, but it has never 

been listed on the National Register.  We have attached the local landmark nomination to this RFP.  We 

suspect it is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for architectural 

significance and possibly under Criterion B for association with a historically significant person.  

 

The intent of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is to solicit proposals from local consultants and/or consulting 

firms to complete an individual National Register of Historic Places nominations for 366 W. Onondaga Street 

and for 678 W. Onondaga Street in consultation with the City’s CLG staff and with the National Register Unit 

staff of the New York State Historic Preservation Office. We will solicit developers to renovate both of these 

properties who should, once the properties are listed, be able to utilize state and federal historic 

rehabilitation tax credits.  

 

II. Duration of Project 

Nomination must be completed and submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office within 90 days of 

award by the Land Bank.  

 

III. Proposal Requirements 

Proposals should address the following: 

A. Contact Information 

Provide the complete name, e-mail, address, and telephone numbers of the individual who is proposed to be 

the Consultant’s project manager and primary communications contact for this project.  Also provide firm 

name, address, e-mail and phone numbers for each of the sub-consultants, if any.   

B. Bidder’s Qualifications 

Speak to the bidder’s qualifications for completing this project. The successful bidder must 1) demonstrate 

experience drafting successful National Register nominations and 2) possess the professional qualifications 

outlined by the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation 

in 36 CFR Part 61. Describe any additional experience that makes you particularly qualified to draft this 

nomination. Bidder must also submit a signed copy of the Non-Collusive Bidding Certification attached 

herein.  

C. Time Schedule  

Please provide a proposed schedule, in simple outline form, indicating the date your firm is available to start 

the required work and potential dates for completion of each of the tasks described.  Also indicate how your 

approach and project-staffing plan will result in compliance with the schedule requirements.  

D. Compensation  

Please present a not-to-exceed quote for the fee to be charged for drafting these nominations.  Please also 

provide a line-item breakout of how this fee is comprised – hourly rate for labor researching, writing, 

photography, expenses related to printing, travel, etc.  

E. Professional References 

Please provide 2-3 professional references who can speak to the quality of your work on similar projects. 
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IV. Insurance and Other Requirements of the Winning Bidder 

The winning bidder must comply with all of the terms in the attached purchase order. Please take note of 

the insurance requirements contained therein.  

 
V. Cancellation/Postponement 

The Greater Syracuse Land Bank reserves the right to cancel or postpone this Request for Proposal at any 

time without penalty. 

 
VI. Additional Information/Questions 

Address questions concerning this proposal to: 

Katelyn Wright, Executive Director 

Greater Syracuse Land Bank 

431 E Fayette Street, Suite 375 

Syracuse NY 13202 

(315) 422-2301 

info@syracuselandbank.org  

 
VII. Scope of Professional Services 

The consultant will research and prepare complete Individual National Register Nominations for 366 W. 

Onondaga Street and 678 W. Onondaga Street. The consultant will solicit and incorporate feedback on a draft 

nomination from the Greater Syracuse Land Bank, City of Syracuse CLG Staff, and the NYS Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) National Register Unit prior to developing a final draft for submission to the SHPO.  

 

VIII. Selection 

Greater Syracuse Land Bank staff will select the winning bidder based upon: 

 The agency’s, individual’s, firm’s or organization’s (hereinafter called proposer’s) specific experience, stability 

and history of performance on types of projects similar in scope, purpose, size and location to this project; 

 The proposer’s approach to the planning, organizing and management of a project effort, including 

communications procedures, approach to problem solving, cost estimating, quality improvement program 

and similar factors; 

 Cost-effectiveness and budget of the proposal; 

 Availability of adequate personnel, equipment and other resources to perform the required work 

expeditiously; 

 The quality and completeness of the proposal including any sample work submitted in support of the 

proposal; 

 The proposer’s understanding of the proposed scope of work;   

 The proposer’s approach to the project and level of creativity; 

 Applicability of proposed alternatives or enhancements to information requested; 

 Recommendations and opinions of each proposer’s previous clients; and 

 Ability to complete all project tasks within the allotted time and budget. 
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NON-COLLUSIVE BIDDING CERTIFICATION 
 

By submission of this Bid, a bidder- and each person signing on behalf of any bidder, certifies and in the case 

of a joint bid, each party thereto certifies as to its own organization, under penalty of perjury, that to the best 

of his knowledge and belief: 

 

(a) The prices of the bid have been arrived at independently without collusion, consultation, communication 

or agreement, for the purpose of restricting competition, as to any matter relating to such prices with any 

bidder, or with any competitor. 

 

(b) Unless otherwise required by law, the prices which have been quoted in this bid have not been knowingly 

disclosed by the bidder, and will not knowingly be disclosed by the bidder prior to opening, directly, or 

indirectly, to any other bidder or to any competitor; and, 

 

(c) No attempt has been made or will be made by the bidder to induce any other person(s), partnership or 

corporation to submit or not to submit a bid for the purpose of restricting competition. 

 

I hereby affirm under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing statement is true. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ ___________________ 

Contractor’s Signature         Date 
 

 

 

 

 

Sworn before me this ___________day 

of_______________________________,     

 

 

_________________________________ 

Notary Public 
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Case: PS-10-2

PROTECTED  SITE  APPLICATION 
PART C, SECTION VII 

ZONING RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Syracuse Landmark Preservation Board 

201 E. Washington Street 

City Hall Commons, Room 412 

Syracuse, NY 13202 

315-448-8730 

APPLICANT 

1. Applicant Name: Syracuse Landmark Preservation Board

2. Address:  City Hall, Room 312       City: Syracuse  State:   NY    Zip Code: 13202 

3. Phone: 315-448-8108 Contact Person:   Kate Auwaerter 

STRUCTURE / SITE  IDENTIFICATION 

4. Structure/Site Name  678 W. Onondaga Street

5. Address: 678 W. Onondaga Street

Ward No.   10

6. Assessor's Atlas Section No.:  093     Block No.:    02        Lot No.:    38 

7. Current Deed for property at Book: 4317          of Deeds Page:   122 

8. Ownership:  Public     Private X     Other _____________ 

9. Present Owner: 678 W. Onondaga Street LLC

Address: 678 W. Onondaga Street 

Syracuse, NY  13204 

     Phone: 

10. Is this application for designation of the exterior only? X Yes  No 

Interior only      Interior and Exterior  

If the designation request is for an interior space, please attach a separate sheet 

identifying that space in detail. 

11. Photographs    Maps 

(see attached )  (see attached ) 



Protected Site Application Page 2 

Case: PS-10-2

STRUCTURE/SITE IDENTIFICATION  (CONT'D) 

12. Exterior Building Material:

clapboard     stone      brick         cobblestone 

shingles        stucco    concrete     curtain wall 

masonry block       other ___ 

13. Structural System:

wood frame with light members     cast iron frame 

wood frame with heavy timber        steel frame      

masonry load bearing walls other ________ 

14. Condition:

excellent       good       fair  deteriorated 

15. Integrity:

original site    moved if so, when ? ______________ 

16. Alterations:

exterior only   interior only        both

List all known alterations and give dates

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report

17. Related outbuildings:

carriage house       none       barn      shed 

greenhouse           privy       shop      gardens 

other _________________________________________

18. Interrelationship of structure/site and surroundings:

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report

STRUCTURE / SITE  HISTORY 

19. Date(s) of initial construction: 1867

20. Architect(s):  Simon deGraff

21. Builder(s):  Simon deGraff

22. Original Owner(s):  Simon deGraff

23. Original Use:  residential
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24. Present Use:  residential (vacant)

STRUCTURE / SITE  SIGNIFICANCE 

25. Exterior building features:

Describe significant exterior features of the building, including number of stories, number 

and locations of entry ways, window arrangement (fenestration), roof shape and covering, 

use of porches and stoops, description of cornice, dormers, use of period detailing. 

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report 

26. Interior building features:

Describe significant interior features of the building, including wall finishes, mantlepieces, 

stairways, and other woodwork, principal interior spaces, important mechanical systems (i.e., 

heating, lighting, use of elevators), significant collections of furniture, tools, and machinery. 

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report 

27. Historic and architectural significance:

Indicate how this structure/site relates to the development of Syracuse or region, why it is an 

important example of the architecture of its period, how it relates to its setting, what 

structural or engineering features make it unique, whether the structure/site is associated with 

significant persons or events. 

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report 

28. List all sources of data used in preparing this application, include the repository of any building

plans, documents, or  photographs, books, periodicals, articles, etc. 

See Attached Crawford & Stearns report 

Date:  ___________________ ___________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant 

Note: Landmark Preservation Board was the applicant 



 

Crawford & Stearns  •  Architects and Preservation Planners 

134 Walton Street • Syracuse, New York • 13202 • 315/471-2162 • FX 315/471-2965 

CRAWFORD & STEARNS 
ARCHITECTS AND PRESERVATION PLANNERS 

 

 

April 8, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Don Radke, Chairman 
Syracuse Landmarks Preservation Board 
City Hall Commons 
201 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
 
Re: 678 W. Onondaga Street 
 Syracuse, New York 

   

 

Dear Don: 
 
At the request of the Syracuse Landmarks Preservation Board I visited this property on April 8, 
2010 for the purpose of assessing the significance and integrity of the building's exterior relative 
to its eligibility for Protected Site status. Limited photographs were taken and are provided as an 
attachment.   
 

The building is currently vacant and has been boarded up. The interior was not accessible for 
inspection and is not being considered as part of the formal review. 
 

Building Location: 
 

The building is located in Block 331, facing southeasterly to West Onondaga Street. 
 

Observations: 
 

The house is a two and one-half story brick Italianate-style residence featuring a low hip roof 
with square cupola and a hip-roof wraparound porch.   
 
The main facade of the residence is three bays wide with a center bay that projects slightly 
from the face of the building. The front porch features wood columns that rest directly on the 
deck of the porch. A short flight of steps leads to the center front entrance featuring recessed 
decorative double doors with a single-light transom.   
 
To either side of the entrance are paired one-over-one double-hung sash windows. On the 
second floor, the center bay features a single, semi-circular, one-over-one double-hung sash 
window with an elaborate stone hood and the two flanking bays feature paired one-over-one 
double-hung sash windows with decorative hoods and stone sills. Decorative brickwork and 
oval-shaped windows mark the transition between the facade of the building and the roof.      
 
The square cupola has a flaring roof and features paired one-over-one windows. The building 
retains a moderate level of historic integrity. A driveway is located to the east of the house 
leading to a paved parking lot at the rear of the building.    
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Context & Setting: 
 

The building is located on West Onondaga Street in the Near West Side, which includes a 
number of architecturally, and possibly historically, distinguished structures that could also be 
considered as a potential local historic district.   
 

History & Historic Significance: 
 

Historic information has been provided by Dennis Connors of the Onondaga Historical 
Association, PACNY volunteers, and … 
 
The building was the most easterly of a set of three matching Italianates. It is was built in 
1867 and supposedly adopted a reverse plan of the house next door, built by Simon deGraff. 
DeGraff was an architect and bridge builder; erected three bridges during his stay in 
Syracuse:  the Seneca River Bridge, the Genesee River Bridge, and later a bridge at Rome, 
NY. He owned two ironworks - one located near James and Pearl Sts. The names were "The 
Draper & Co. Ironworks" and the "Onondaga Ironworks Co." (1860's to 1870/1). He wrote 
Modern Geometrical Stair - Builder's Guide (1845). Simon De Graff had purchased 3 acres of 
the Colonel Johnson farm on July 17, 1865 for $4,800.  
 
678 W. Onondaga was also the home of the elder sister of Oz book author L. Frank Baum 
(Harriet Alvena Baum) and her husband, a partner in Neal & Hyde (William Henry Harrison 
Neal). The Neals raised two children in this house, Joseph Ward Neal and Harriet May 
Neal. When an adult, Joseph led the firm of Neal & Hyde until his retirement in 1917. Harriet 
married painter Thomas Mitchell Pierce. Cynthia Stanton Baum, the mother of L. Frank 
Baum, died in this house in 1905.  

 

Protected Site Designation 
 

For this property to be eligible for designation as a Protected Site under the City of Syracuse 
Zoning Ordinance, Part C, Section VI, Article 8, at least one of the criteria below must be met. 
 

(1) Association with persons or events of historic significance to the city, region, state or nation; 
 

This criterion is met through the building's association with both L. Frank Baum, author of 
The Wizard of Oz" and the Baum family, as well as with the Neal family and their 
involvement in Neal & Hyde, a notable Syracuse business. 

 

(2) Illustrative of historic growth and development of the city, region, state or nation; 
 

Not applicable. 
 

(3) In the case of structures embodying distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction or representing the work of a master, or possessing unique architectural and 
artistic qualities, or representing a significant and distinguishable entity whose component 
may lack individual distinction;  

 

The house is an example of an Italianate structure that was popular in the region during 
the mid to late 1800s. 

 

(4) In the case of districts, possessing a unique overall quality of architectural scale, texture, form 
and visual homogeneity even though certain structures within the district may lack individual 
distinction; 

 

In addition to individual significance for the building, the immediate surroundings on West 
Onondaga street could be considered eligible as a Preservation District. 
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(5) In the case of interiors, possessing one or more of the characteristics enumerated in (1), (2), 
or (3) above and in addition, embodying distinctive characteristics of architectural scale, form 
and visual homogeneity, which are an integral part of the character of the structure in which 
the space is contained. 

 

Not applicable because the interior is not under consideration. 
 
 
Conclusions / Summary 
 

The building is in need of some rehabilitation, but a good deal of historic fabric remains in the 
form of the cupola and cornice-level windows and brickwork, as well as the decorative stone 
window hoods at the facade. 
 

This building easily meets criteria 1, 3, and 4 for designation as a local Protected Site in 
accordance with applicable law. 
 

If you have any further questions in this regard please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Stefanie C. Noble 
 

CC:  D. Connors @ OHA 
Attachments:   

Sanborn Map (Block 331) 
Photos 1a-4b (4/8/2010) by Crawford & Stearns 
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Photo 1a: Exterior view of façade.  
 

 
Photo 1b: Exterior view, facing southwest. 
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Photo 2a: Detail at cornice.  
 

 
Photo 2b: Exterior view, facing south. 
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Photo 3a: Exterior view, facing northeast.  
 

 
Photo 3b: Detail of entrance door. 
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Photo 4a: Detail of cupola. 
 

 
Photo 4b: Detail of Italianate window. 

 




























